VERSAILLES
Revolution, furnished the basis for its success. But the
programme of the middle class was not very revolu-
tionary. It wanted a constitution assuring it political
equality with the nobles, essential liberty, simplification
and decentralization of the administrative system, and a
Parliament that would vote upon laws and taxes. From
this, to the abolition of the monarchy, the execution of
the King, the "agrarian law" (the equal division of all
landed property, which at one time during the Revolu-
tion became the object of a portion of the French
proletariat), and Robespierre's and Saint-Just's pro-
posal to confiscate the property of some 300,000
royalists and divide it among indigent republicans, is
a far cry indeed! This accelerated pace of the Revolution
was caused by an economic crisis, which brought forces
into play that had been left out of the reckoning, and
by the war.
The treaty with England, of 1786, had sacrificed
French industry for the sake of French agriculture.
Eventually French industry was benefited, since, in
order to survive, it had to adopt the methods of its
more progressive rival. But, in the meantime, French
factories closed down and thousands were thrown out
of work. Arthur Young tells us that in Lyon 20,000
of the 100,000 inhabitants were living on charity. Mira-
beau says that in Paris—then a city of 600,000—there
were 120,000 beggars! But though favoured by the
government, French agriculture—employing three-
fourths of the people of France—was just then treated
as a stepchild by nature. In 1787, excessive rains,
followed by floods, had ruined a good part of the crops,
and the following year drought and hail cut down the
harvest to about half its usual size. Bread became dearer
than it had ever been during that century, and all sorts
of ingredients having been mixed with the flour in
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